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AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 10, 2004

AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 26, 2004

SENATE BILL No. 1781

Introduced by Senator Knight

February 20, 2004

An act to add Section 12302.5 to the Penal Code, relating to
destructive devices. An act relating to pyrotechnic operators.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 1781, as amended, Knight. Destructive devices Pyrotechnic
operators.

Existing law provides for the licensing and oversight of pyrotechnic
operators in the state, according to specified criteria. The State Fire
Marshal is required to adopt regulations with respect to the licensing
of pyrotechnic operators.

This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation
to consolidate all regulation and licensure of pyrotechnic operators
under the State Fire Marshal, and to require pyrotechnic operators to
cover all costs associated with any background check applicable to
those operators.

Existing law provides, subject to exceptions, that possession of any
destructive device, as defined, is a crime.

This bill would provide an additional exception to those provisions
for destructive devices that are flamethrowers, as defined, for use in
connection with motion picture, television, and video production, or
other entertainment events, as specified.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes no.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 12302.5 is added to the Penal Code, to
SECTION 1. (a) It is the intent of the Legislature to enact

legislation to consolidate all regulation and licensure of
pyrotechnic operators under the State Fire Marshal.

(b) It is the further intent of the Legislature to enact legislation
to require pyrotechnic operators to cover all costs associated with
any background check applicable to those operators.
read:

12302.5. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the sale to,
purchase by, renting or lending to, or possession, transportation,
storage, or use of, or manufacture, importation or exportation of,
a flamethrowing device as defined in paragraph (7) of subdivision
(a) of Section 12301, by the holder of a special effects pyrotechnic
operator’s license first or second class issued pursuant to Section
12578 of the Health and Safety Code for purposes related to the
production of theatrical or television motion pictures, or video
productions or entertainment events.
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